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SUBJECT: ACTING SECRETARY RUSH'S CALL ON PRIME MINISTER 
BHUTTO 

1. ACTING SECRETARY RUSH CALLED ON PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO 
AT BLAIR HOUSE FOLLOWING VICE PRESIDENT'S LUNCH SEPTEMBER 
18. PRIME MINISTER ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR SULTAN KHAN 
AND AKRAM ZAKI, MFA. ASSISTANT SECY SISCO AND CONSTABLE, 
NEA/PAB ACCOMPANIED ACTING SECRETARY. BECAUSE OF TIME 
OVERRUN ON LUNCH, CALL LIMITED TO TWENTY MINUTES AND 
CONCERNED LARGELY WITH BROAD DISCUSSION PRIME MINISTER'S 
VIEWS ON INDIA AND ON SOVIET POLICY. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION BY ACTING SECRETARY RUSH, BHUTTO 
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NOTED THAT INDIA APPEARS TO BE GOING THROUGH A BAD PERIOD, 
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ALTHOUGH IN THE PAST IT HAS SURVIVED SIMILAR DIFFICULTIES. 
BHUTTO SAID INDIANS USED TO RAISE BOGEY OF PAKISTAN TO 
RALLY POPULACE, BUT THIS NO LONGER RINGS TRUE AND IT IS 
OBVIOUS PAKISTAN HAS NO INTENTION OF CREATING MILITARY 
TROUBLE FOR INDIA. BHUTTO ASSERTED THAT INDIAN LEADERSHIP 
IS FATIGUED AFTER MORE THAN 25 YEARS IN POWER. WHILE 
NOTING MRS. GANDHI HAS MANY FINE QUALITIES, BHUTTO WON- 
DERED WHETHER SHE WOULD BE ABLE TO MOBILIZE INDIAN PEOPLE 
IN SITUATION WHERE INDIA SEEMED SO MUCH ADRIFT. BHUTTO 
ALSO ASSERTED THAT INDIA IS FEELING "SOVIET PINCH" AND 
CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH SOVIETS AND 

ITS DESIRE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH CHINESE. HE SAID 
THAT EUPHORIA OF 1971 IS GONE AND NO ONE KNOWS WHERE 
THE SITUATION WILL LEAD. IN RESPONSE TO ACTING 
SECRETARY'S OBSERVATION THAT A WEAK AND DIVIDED INDIA 
WOULD BE A PROBLEM FOR PAKISTAN, BHUTTO REPLIED THAT 
PAKISTAN IS NOT HAPPY WITH DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA AND 
DOES NOT DESIRE UNSETTLED CONDITIONS THERE. HE SAID 
IF INDIA SEEKS GOOD RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN, PAKISTAN 
WOULD WELCOME THEM AND CAN IN THAT WAY HELP TO IMPROVE 
THE SITUATION. PAKISTAN WOULD ALSO WELCOME A CHANCE 
TO AGREE ON A REDUCTION OF FORCES WITH INDIA. IF THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS COULD TAKE PLACE, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL 
FOR ALL OF SOUTH ASIA. 

3. IN A DISCUSSION ON DETENTE AND SOVIET INTENTIONS, 

ACTING SECRETARY NOTED THAT IN THE SOVIET VIEW DETENTE 
DOES NOT MEAN A RELAXATION OF ITS IDEOLOGICAL PURPOSES 
BUT GIVES A BREATHING SPACE WHILE THE SOVIETS KEEP THEIR 
OPTIONS OPEN. THE IMPORTANT QUESTION IS WHETHER THE 
SOVIETS SEE A PERIOD OF DETENTE AS ONE FOR ACHIEVING 
SUPERIORITY IN CONVENTIONAL AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS OR FOR 
LOWERING ARMS EXPENDITURES TO IMPROVE LIVING STANDARDS. 
DETENTE CAN BE A DANGEROUS PERIOD AND IT IS IMPORTANT 
THAT U.S. MAINTAIN ITS STRENGTH. IT ALSO SEEMS TO US 

THAT THE SOVIETS ARE KEEPING THEIR OPTIONS OPEN WITH 
REGARD TO SOUTH ASIA. 

4. BHUTTO IN REPLY RECALLED THE ACTING SECRETARY'S 
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VISIT TO PAKISTAN IN APRIL WHEN THEY HAD DISCUSSED 
THE NEED FOR VIGILANCE IN DETENTE. BHUTTO OBSERVED THAT 
THERE ARE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES FOR THE U.S. IN 
DEALING WITH A CLOSED SOCIETY. CONTACTS WITH THE WEST 
TEND TO BREAK DOWN THAT CLOSED SOCIETY BUT AT SAME TIME 
SOVIETS HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF REGIMENTATION IN CONTROLLING 
THEIR PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES. HOWEVER IN A FREE SOCIETY 
IT OFTEN TAKES SOME DRAMATIC EVENT, SUCH AS A PEARL 
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HARBOR OR SPUTNIK, TO MOBILIZE A DEMOCRATIC POPULACE. 
DANGER IN THIS SITUATION IS THAT SOVIETS MIGHT 
PRESENT WORLD WITH QUICK FAIT ACCOMPLI, SUCH AS IN CASE 
OF SEVERANCE OF BANGLADESH FROM PAKISTAN, WHICH BHUTTO 
DESCRIBED AS "WELL-PLANNED DIABOLICAL MOVE". BHUTTO 
ASSERTED A SIMILAR DANGER OF A QUICK SOVIET MOVE IN 
AFGHANISTAN. WITH REST OF WORLD FAILING TO REACT, 
ASSERTING THAT AFGHANISTAN IS FAR AWAY AND EVENTS THERE 
COULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO STAND IN WAY OF DETENTE. 

BHUTTO WENT ON THAT HE DOES NOT MEAN TO EXAGGERATE 
SOVIET DANGER. HE SAID WE DO NOT TAKE THE CHINESE VIEW 
THAT WE SHOULD TELL U.S. TO WAKE UP. HOWEVER SOVIETS 
OWN SENSE OF DESTINY AND HISTORICAL PURPOSE PROPELS THEM 

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE. BHUTTO CITED SOVIET APPROACHES TO 
PAKISTAN ON ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY PROPOSAL. THE 
SOVIETS SAY TO PAKISTAN. "WE'RE YOUR TRUE FRIENDS. 

LOOK AT INDIA. WE STOOD BY INDIA IN 1971 WHILE YOUR 
FRIENDS WERE ONLY ABLE TO OFFER EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT." 
BHUTTO NOTED THAT SOVIETS HAVE INTEREST IN PERSIAN GULF, 
THE MAKRAN COAST, AND IN AFGHANISTAN. 

5. THE ACTING SECRETARY REPLIED THAT THE NEW ELEMENT 
IN SITUATION OF DETENTE IS THAT WE AND SOVIETS ARE 
PURSUING OUR OBJECTIVES IN PEACEFUL WAY, THROUGH 
NEGOTIATIONS AND NOT IN CONFRONTATION. WE MUST BE 
ALERT THAT OUR NATURAL DESIRE TO WANT TO BELIEVE THAT 
REST OF WORLD SHARES OUR OWN PEACEFUL INTENTIONS DOES 
NOT LULL US INTO PERMITTING SOVIET SUPERIORITY IN NUCLEAR 
ARMAMENTS TO THE POINT THAT OTHERS IN WORLD MAY COME TO 
DOUBT OUR WILLINGNESS TO MEET OUR COMMITMENTS. RUSH 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: collinpO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 89293 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: PDCONSTABLE:BK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS SISCO 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973091 6/aaaaaltl.tel 

Line Count: 145 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: collinpO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19-Dec-2001 by martinml>; APPROVED <04 MAR 2002 by collinp0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ACTING SECRETARY RUSH'S CALL ON PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO 

TAGS: PFOR, PK, IN 

To: ISLAMABAD MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



